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Academic Affairs Reorganizations  

¶ The Honors College, the Center for International Programs, the Quality Enhancement Plan 

(QEP), and the General Education Coordinator and Council are now all part of the new 

University College under the leadership of Dean Mike Savoie. 

¶ College of Science and Mathematics now consists of four departments: Applied Mathematics 

and Physics (Dr. Andreas Lazari, Interim Head); Biology (Dr. Robert Gannon, Head); Chemistry 

and Geosciences (Dr. Kurt Winkelmann, Head); and Computer Science and Engineering 

Technology (Dr. Krishnendu Roy, Head).  Air Force ROTC also reports to this college. 

Relocations and Reorganizations 

¶ Undergraduate Advising is available in advising centers for students with 60 hours or fewer at 

two locations, sorted by major: 

o The North Campus Advising Team (located on the third floor of Thaxton Hall): The 

College of Business Administration, the College of Nursing and Health Sciences, and 

Communication Disorders 

o The Main Campus Advising Team (located in Ashley Hall 1001): The College of the Arts, 

the College of Education and Human Services, the College of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, and the College of Science and Mathematics. 

Faculty advisors will have a hand-off from these advising centers when students reach a 
designated number of hours.  First hand-offs are not scheduled to begin until September or 
later. 

OCCA (Online College for Career Advancement) advising is available through the OCCA 
Advising/Coaching Center located in the Oak Street parking deck. These advisors will be in place 
throughout the student’s academic career in OCCA. 

¶ Student Success and Retention is located on the second floor of Odum in the space formerly 

occupied by the Center for eLearning.  This office is led by the Director of Student Success and 

Retention (Karen Higgs) with the Manager of Academic Intervention (Frank Mervin), Coordinator 

of Tutoring (Terence Sullivan) and the Manager of Orientation and Parent Services (Brenda 

Beasley). The Office of Student Success and Retention provides comprehensive, inclusive, 

student-centered services focused on orientation, academic support, and engagement from 

acceptance through graduation.  The office serves as a resource hub empowering students and 
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¶ Professional and Continuing Education (PACE) is now in the University Center North. 

¶ Student Conduct and Title IX is relocating to the 2nd Floor of the Health Center building to 

provide more opportunity for confidentiality and more closely align with the support resources 

available in that building. Selenseia Holmes is the Director of Student Conduct and Title IX 

Coordinator. 

Division of Enrollment and Student Affairs Organizational Structure – provided for reference after the 

reorganization and consolidation of Student Affairs and Student Success in Academic Year 2023. 

 
 

NEW AND UPDATED ACADEMIC PROGRAMS/CURRICULUM 
NEW COURSE IN CORE CURRICULUM 

¶ GEOG 1105 approved for Areas D1 and D2b  

NEW TRACKS/OPTIONS IN EXISTING MAJORS 

¶ Public History Track for the BA in History   
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administrators were evaluated:  Associate Dean Theresa Grove (COSM), Associate Dean Mark 

Smith (COHSS), and Department Head Darrell Ross (SACJ).  Rotations are being set up in the 

required 5 year schedule in all academic colleges/divisions. 

 

Updated Resources 

¶ The 2023-24 Academic Catalog is live and posted at http://catalog.valdosta.edu/  

¶ The Academic Affairs Strategic Plan for 2022-2027 is posted at 

https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/documents/academic-affairs-sp.pdf  

¶ VSU is transitioning to one tool for video conferencing: Microsoft Teams.  By December 2023, 

Blackboard Collaborate Ultra will no longer be available.  See the information from CELT and 

eLearning below about resources to assist with this transition. 

¶ Updated Academic Honesty webpage:  “The Academic Honesty at VSU” webpage 

(https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/academic-honesty-at-vsu.php) has 

been updated with additional Academic Honesty resources (including some options for ways to 

discuss AI use in the classroom) and with some sample Academic Integrity Statements that 

faculty could adapt for their own use. 

 

Announcements and Information  

 

Academic Affairs  

¶ CELT and eLearning:  

o CELT-eLearning continue to offer training to faculty for the transition from teaching with 

Blackboard Collaborate Ultra to Teams video conferencing in BlazeVIEW. Recall that the 

end date for VSU faculty to use Blackboard Collaborate Ultra is December 15, 2023. 

Register now for related CELT-eLearning webinars in VSU's employee training portal, 

keep an eye out for a special fall series of faculty TechBites Workshops about Teaching 

with Teams, or all faculty have 24/7 access to job aids and can watch recordings of 

previous webinars in BlazeVIEW 101's module for "Pedagogical Training and Resources." 

o Congratulations again to the first six VSU faculty who completed CELT-eLearning's 

Online Teaching Certificate! Since they graduated in May 

(see: https://www.valdosta.edu/about/news/releases/2023/05/vsu-recognizes-faculty-

online-teaching-certificate-graduates.php), two more faculty have finished: Angela 

Felkins (Lecturer of Nursing) and Dr. Kristin Kirschner (Assistant Professor of 

Psychology).  

¶ Faculty Success Council Virtual Suggestion Box: This virtual suggestion box, designed to solicit 

strategies that will enhance faculty professional success is now available at 

https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/faculty-success-

council/suggestions.php.  Suggestions and comments will be forwarded to the Faculty Success 

Council for review.  
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To appear in the 2024-2025 catalog, all curriculum changes 
should be through Academic Committee by the February 2024 
meeting. 
https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/registrar/academic-
committee.php 

September 13, 2023:  Departmental P and T Committees submit recommendations to 
Department Heads and candidates. 

September 20-October 4, 2023: Banner open for faculty to post Midterm grades for full-term 
courses. Midterm grades are due by 5 pm on October 4. 

September 22-23, 2023:  Family Weekend 
October 2, 2023:  IERs and IEPs due to University Assessment Committee. Note: 

Administrative IERs/IEPs are also due at this time. 
(https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/university-
assessment-committee/program-review.php
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January 2, 2024:   University opens for Spring 2024 
January 8, 2024:    Spring 2024 first class day  
 

New Faculty and Administrators 

• VSU welcomes new full-time faculty members to campus; see the complete list at 

https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/welcome-new-faculty.php 

• VSU welcomes the following new academic administrators: 

o Dr. Sheri Noviello, Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

o Dr. Constance Pocaro, Professor and Department Head, Communication Sciences and 

Disorders 

o Ms. Sarah Wildes Arnett, Interim Department Head, Department of Communication Arts 

o Dr. Nicole Cox, Interim Associate Dean, CoA and Interim Department Head of Music 

o Dr. Ellis Heath, Interim Department Head of Economics and Finance 

o Dr. Andreas Lazari, Interim Department Head, Department of Applied Mathematics and 

Physics 

o Dr. Anne Price, Interim QEP Coordinator 
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