
ICHTHYOLOGY  
Biology 3900/5900, Fall, 2013 

Lecturer 
David L. Bechler, PhD 

dbechler@valdosta.edu 
Office:  Room  2030, Bailey Science Complex 

Research laboratory: Room 2050, Bailey Science Complex 
Phones: personal office 293-6063; main Biology office 333-5759 

 
Lecture:       Monday and Wednesday, 3:30-4:45 pm; Rm1024 
Laboratory:  Friday, 12:00-2:50 pm; Rm 1088/Fieldtrips (times do not include field trips, see below) 
Objectives: 

 All objectives meet University Educational Outcome on web page 
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/VSUGeneralEducationOutcomes.shtml 

 To develop an understanding of the phylogenetic/systematic relationships of extinct and extant fishes 
with an emphasis on evolution.  To learn the basic ecology, behavior and life history patterns of key fish 
families and species 

 To learn unique aspects of the biology of key representative fish families. 
  
The following topics listed below under Lecture Topics will be covered in this course as time permits.  The 
emphasis in lecture is on the systematics, life histories, behavior and ecology of fishes. The primary emphasis in lab 
will be on taxonomy and field biology of fishes.  
  
Below is a list of fieldtrips for this semester. This list is tentative due to possible complications involving weather 
and other scheduling conflicts.  Because of this some trips may be moved to different dates.  Changes in lecture 
and fieldtrips will be announced as far in advance as is possible.   
  

Lectures and Tests 
Lecture tests will consist of primarily multiple choice and matching as well as possible labeling of a drawing or two.  
There will be two lecture tests during the semester worth 30% each of the lecture grade.  The final exam will be 
comprehensive and will contain no essay type questions, but rather will be 100 matching or multiple choice 
questions, ~50% over old material and ~50% over new material not yet tested.  The final will also be worth 40% of 
the lecture grade. 
  

fish migrations, Petromyzontidae—parasitism, Poeciliidae—live bearing, and the Amblyopsidae—
regressive evolution.  Therefore, keep in mind that special topics introduced while discussing various taxa are 



given during the semester and can be reviewed in the textbook by looking up and reading material in the book at 
specific topics. 
 
Lecture Tests:  

 Test 1—Announced one week prior to test 

 Test 2—Announced one week prior to test  

 Final—6 Dec, 5-7 pm 
  

Reading assignments:  
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